2o8              The Story of the Winged-S
was technical adviser for Pan-American Airways, to
ask his opinion on the question, A few days later a
meeting was arranged between us in New York at the
Pan-American office. I had blueprints of the ship with
me and briefly described the problem to him and the
general arguments brought up by some of our en-
gineers and pilots in favour of the few solutions that
were proposed. Colonel Lindbergh listened to all this
quite attentively; then a few moments later, in a simple
and modest manner, he gave his own opinion. As I
listened to his argument, I realized immediately the
clearness and good foundation of his advice. I was
really surprised, at that time, how quickly he was able
to grasp all the major and probably most of the
secondary factors and how perfectly he could dis-
tribute them in the order of their importance. As I
followed his ideas, I had not the slightest doubt that
he was right.
I returned to the factory and gave orders to con-
tinue the design along the lines suggested by Colonel
Lindbergh. At the time of the conference and many
times later after the ship was completed and during
test flights, I realized the correctness of the decisions
that had been made in accordance with his advice*
The cockpit is where he said it should be, about one
third of the way from the wing to the bow.
The period of construction of the ship was very
interesting. It was exciting to watch the huge spars,
the ribs and finally the great wing being assembled, as
well as the roomy boat hull gradually taking shape,
Often in the evening several of our engineers, includ-
ing myself, got together in order to check the progress
of the work, and to study the impressions and probable